
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

         Paris, 15 July 2019 
 

Detention of a French academic in Iran  

 

 

 Fariba Adelkhah, Director of Research at the Centre of Study of International 

Relations Centre CERI-SciencesPo Paris, founding member of the European Network of 

Analysis of Political Societies (REASOPO), has been arrested in Iran, most probably on 

the 5th of June. Her colleagues only became aware of her arrest on the 25th, when the 

French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the French Embassy in Tehran were also 

informed. 

As we express our solidarity with our colleague, we wish to thank and express our 

gratitude to the French diplomats and political officials involved for their discreet but 

determined actions. In agreement with them, we remained silent in order not to 

jeopardise their endeavours and further the « strategy of tension » that was apparently 

adopted by the authors of Fariba Adelkhah’s arrest, who probably wanted to use her 

detention as part of the power struggle  which sets Tehran against Washington and the 

mediation efforts which France has initiated between the two parties.  This is in any case 

a hypothesis to consider, because nothing justifies the incarceration of our colleague. 

Her activities are strictly academic, she has no link whatsoever with any intelligence 

agency, and she engages in no political activity in Iran. She was arrested either to be 

used as a bargaining chip or because academic freedom and research have become 

intolerable for the security operatives in Iran, or at least some of them. Any allegation 

regarding her involvement in operations of espionnage or regime destabilisation have 

no credibility whatsoever, and would make anyone familiar with her personal or 

professional trajectory laugh – were this not about her freedom and her health…  

The disclosure, on social and traditional media, of the news of her detention leads us to 

do two things. On the one hand, we wish to reiterate our faith in the actions taken by the 



 

 

French authorities to obtain her liberation. On the other, we wish to provide more 

information for the numerous people around the world who have already expressed 

their solidarity and outrage. 

   

 Fariba Adelkhah is an anthropologist. She is the author of several articles and 

books that have profoundly changed our understanding of Iranian society, particularly 

La Révolution sous le voile. Femmes islamiques d’Iran (Karthala, 1991), Being Modern in 

Iran, (Hurst, 1999 and Columbia University Press, 2001), as well as The Thousand and 

One Borders of Iran (Routledge, 2016). She came to study in France in 1977, and settled 

in Paris for personal reasons, but she continued doing fieldwork in Iran through long-

term research stays, which led to her being subjected to various forms of intimidation 

(questioning, confiscation of her passport) on several occasions. This did not deter her, 

however, from carrying out her work as a researcher which she saw as a right, but also a 

duty to her country of origin. The arrest of the French PhD candidate Clotilde Reiss, in 

2009, which she commented on in the press in a  way that now seems prophetic 

https://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/monde/proche-moyen-orient/en-iran-le-chercheur-

est-considere-comme-un-agent-007_780861.html 

led her to publish an open letter in Persian to the President of the Islamic Republic, 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, translated into French by the newspaper Courrier international 

https://www.courrierinternational.com/article/2009/09/10/contre-le-regime-de-la-

peur-en-iran 

Reading this today sends a shiver down the spine… 

 Fariba Adelkhah then left the study of Iran for a new focus on Afghanistan, on her 

usual terms: intense field research carried in difficult and dangerous situations. She 

produced several Etudes du Ceri, available on line: 

http://www.sciencespo.fr/ceri/fr/papier/etude and several special issues of academic 

journals, articles and book chapters. 

 After Hassan Rohani’s election as President, she went back to studying Iran, 

settling in Qom, taking figh lessons and devoting herself to the analysis of the Shiite 

clerical institution, more specifically the religious interface between Iran, Afghanistan 

and Iraq, developing themes explored in her book The Thousand and One Borders of Iran.  

 What is less well known is that Fariba Adelkhah has also established herself on 

the Iranian literary stage in the last few years, under a nom de plume, through the quality 
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of her translations into Persian of French mystical poems from the end of the Middle 

Ages and the Renaissance. 

 

 Fariba Adelkhah is a researcher who is unanimously respected, both for the 

quality of her publications and for her personal integrity. Her arrest is absurd and 

outrageous. The European Network for the Analysis of Political Societies wishes to add 

its voice to the outpouring of feeling which has been forthcoming from the international 

scientific community since her detention was disclosed at the end of last week, and 

demands her liberation.  

  

 Noting the disdain for academic freedom shown by the Islamic Republic of 

Iran, and the danger that academics face when going to Iran, REASOPO asks 

European scientific and academic institutions to immediately suspend all forms of 

cooperation with Iran with the exception of the reception of students coming from 

Iran, while expressing its solidarity with the Iranian colleagues confronted with 

the arbitrariness of the security apparatus of the Islamic Republic.  

 

More Sources: 

English: 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2019/jul/15/france-demands-access-to-academic-fariba-

adelkhah-held-in-iran 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-48993191 

 

https://www.thenational.ae/world/mena/france-says-dual-national-fariba-adelkhah-arrested-

in-iran-1.886510 

 

https://uk.reuters.com/article/uk-mideast-iran-france-arrests/france-says-dual-national-fariba-

adelkhah-arrested-in-iran-statement-idUKKCN1UA194?il=0 

 

https://uk.ambafrance.org/Iran-asked-to-explain-French-woman-s-arrest 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2019/07/15/world/middleeast/15reuters-mideast-iran-

france-arrests.html 

 

https://www.thisismoney.co.uk/wires/reuters/article-7248691/France-says-dual-national-

Fariba-Adelkhah-arrested-Iran--statement.html 

 

 

French: 
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https://www.lexpress.fr/actualite/monde/proche-moyen-orient/iran-qui-est-fariba-adelkhah-la-

chercheuse-franco-iranienne-portee-disparue_2089833.html 

 

http://www.rfi.fr/moyen-orient/20190715-chercheuse-fariba-adelkhah-detenue-iran 

 

https://www.liberation.fr/planete/2019/07/15/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-arretee-par-

teheran_1740151 

 

https://www.europe1.fr/international/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-arretee-en-iran-

3909861 

 

https://www.franceculture.fr/geopolitique/lanthropologue-franco-iranienne-fariba-adelkhah-

arretee-en-iran-pour-des-raisons-inconnues 

 

https://www.lepoint.fr/video/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-emprisonnee-en-iran-15-07-

2019-2324681_738.php 

 

https://www.lepoint.fr/monde/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-emprisonnee-en-iran-15-07-

2019-2324571_24.php 

 

https://www.franceinter.fr/monde/la-france-demande-des-comptes-suite-a-l-arrestation-d-une-

chercheuse-franco-iranienne-a-teheran 

 

https://www.presseocean.fr/actualite/une-eminente-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-detenue-en-

iran-15-07-2019-308598 

 

https://www.arte.tv/fr/afp/actualites/une-eminente-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-detenue-en-

iran 

 

https://www.france24.com/fr/20190715-iran-france-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-arrestation-

farida-adelkhah-sciences-po-paris 

 

https://www.letelegramme.fr/monde/iran-une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-arretee-15-07-

2019-12339337.php 

 

https://www.francetvinfo.fr/monde/iran/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-arretee-en-

iran_3537139.html 

 

https://www.lavoixdunord.fr/613570/article/2019-07-15/une-chercheuse-franco-iranienne-

arretee-en-iran 

 

https://www.i24news.tv/fr/actu/international/1563204338-une-eminente-chercheuse-franco-

iranienne-detenue-en-iran 
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